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Introduction

This Carbon and Co-benefits Decision Support Tool allows users to self-assess the impact of the proposed policies, 

initiatives, or services against your local authority’s policy frameworks. It provides decision makers with a high-level 

assessment of how a Decision meets policy goals and can facilitate a process of revising Decisions to more fully meet 

these goals. Where more detailed assessment is needed, users should consult other tools that lead to a full 

assessment of specific impact areas as indicated (e.g., Environmental Impact Assessment, Cost Benefit Analysis). 

Users self-assess against nine impact areas (Equalities, Health, Resilience & Adaptation, Housing, Economy, Mobility 

& Connectivity, Carbon, Nature & Environment, Consumption and Production and the Net Zero Wales target). 

Depending on your answers, you may then be directed into a self-reported Carbon Assessment tab, where your paper 

will be compared to relevant best practice. If your paper impacts on people with ‘protected characteristics’, you will 

be directed to the Equalities Impact Assessment tab. You will also be required to complete the Welsh Language 

Impacts Assessment, where relevant.

Note that the Carbon Assessment does not yet assess embodied carbon and the tool does not go into the detail of 

intersectionality with regard to equality and inclusion impacts. As such, it is important that users take an ‘overview 

approach’ when using this tool to inform decision-making at your local authority.

This tool comprises the following sections. Instructions for each section are detailed on the relevant 

pages.
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1. Impacts Questionnaire

Guide

All Decisions will then be given a RAG (Red, Amber, Green) rating on applicable Impact areas. The definitions of these are:

Impact areas

Questions for each impact area require a yes/no answer to determine if they are relevant. These are set to YES as 

default – once you have read through the questions in that impact area, you may select NO if this area is not relevant 

to your paper.  

Different types of papers and confidence in your assessment

It is understood that various types of Decisions are being assessed through this tool. For some papers, for example 

new strategies, you may not feel able to answer all of the questions with confidence as this will depend on delivery. 

You should answer on the basis of what the strategy aims to achieve – however, this is an important opportunity to 

consider where issues at the delivery stage could undermine your aims. You should note these challenges and specify 

any mitigation measures needed to ensure delivery is in line with the original aspirations on the results page.

Impact categories

The definitions of the possible impacts are as follows:

Some papers may have a number of projects within them and so the answers between projects could be different. 

Here we ask you to take a high level (‘helicopter’) view, assessing across the content of the paper. However, again, 

where there are particular areas that will have negative impacts or there are risks that the assessed level of positive 

impact will not be met – specific mitigation measures should be flagged by users on the results page.

Yes, with long lasting and/or significant positive impact.  The proposal or decision has positive 

impacts that are long lasting (3 or more years) and/or are significant for large numbers of residents 

and/or a significant proportion of a particular group or community.

Yes, with short term (3 years or less) or limited positive impact. The proposal or decision has 

positive impact, but will be limited in its effects or have a short lifespan.

No, the decision or proposal has no discernable positive or negative impact. It will not affect any 

discernible positive or negative change. 

Yes, but with short term (3 years or less) or limited negative impact. The proposal or decision has 

negative short term or limited impacts.

Yes, but with long lasting (more than 3 years) or severe negative impact. The proposal or decision 

has negative impacts that are long lasting (3 or more years) and/or are significant for large numbers 

of residents and/or a significant proportion of a particular group or community.

This questionnaire will provide high level scoring on key impact areas related to your local authority's policy. The 

results are given a RAG (Red, Amber, Green) result indicating how the proposed Decision fits with the policy related to 

the impact area.

Definitions

Some questions have a 'red corner' in the cell; this indicates that there are guidance notes available to view in relation 

to that question. To view these, hover the mouse pointer over one of these cells (you can practice by hovering over 

this cell). In the cells next to the question there are also links to websites with further supporting information.



All green. The proposal or decision is expected to have positive impacts overall, whether long or 

short term.

Equal number of red and green OR at least one red. The proposal or decision has both positive and 

negative impacts OR have net neutral impact with equal positive and negative overall outcomes. 

Careful consideration of trade-offs is recommended.

Mostly red, with at least one green. Careful consideration of trade-offs is necessary.

All red. The proposal or decision is expected result to negative impacts overall. It should receive 

most attention for mitigation or be avoided. Clear and evidenced justification to progress this 

proposal will be required.



Impacts Questionnaire

1. Equality and Welsh Language

RAG Result Comment - please provide succinct statements.

1

2
More help 

(web link)

More help 

(web link)

3

4

5

6

7

0 0

2. Health

RAG Result Comment - please provide succinct statements.

1

2

3

4

5

Will this proposal support communities in shaping 

decisions that affect them?

More help (web link)

More help (web link)

More help (web link)

Will this proposal or decision affect other people or 

groups, for example, people with caring responsibilities, 

or those that are socially and economically 

disadvantaged?

Will this proposal or decision disproportionately affect 

people with one or more protected characteristics?

Will this proposal or decision affect the mental well-being 

of residents?

Will the proposal or decision affect residents’ levels of 

physical activity?

Will this proposal or decision affect individuals 

or groups (e.g., residents, employees, visitors)  

in different ways, including for example, social 

equality and inclusion?

Will this proposal or decision affect community cohesion?

Will this proposal or decision affect opportunities for 

people to use Welsh Language no less favourably than 

English language?

Will this proposal or decision affect Welsh culture and 

Welsh speaking communities?

Proceed to 

next 

question 

↓

Will this proposal or decision affect local people’s access 

to public services (e.g., community centres, transport 

services, health services)?

Will the proposal or decision affect levels of social 

isolation?

Will this proposal or decision affect residents' access to 

healthcare facilities and services, including other caring 

services?

Will this proposal or decision affect people's 

physical or mental well-being?

Proceed to 

next 

question 

↓

Will this proposal or decision affect the physical health of 

residents?

Yes

No

Yes

No

https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ ukpga/2010/15/section/4
https://gov.wales/relative-income-poverty
https://gov.wales/relative-income-poverty
https://gov.wales/material-deprivation-and-low-income
https://gov.wales/material-deprivation-and-low-income
https://www.futuregenerations.wales/work/public-service-boards/
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/wsi/2015/996/contents/made
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ ukpga/2010/15/section/4
https://www.futuregenerations.wales/work/public-service-boards/
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/wsi/2015/996/contents/made


6

0 0

Will this proposal affect the lifestyle and/or health of 

babies, children, and/or adults, for example, through 

access to and provision of healthy food? 

Proceed to 

next 

question 

↓



3. Resilience and Adaptation

RAG Result Comment - please provide succinct statements.

1

2

3

4

5

0 0

4. Housing

RAG Result Comment - please provide succinct statements.

1

2

3

4

5

6

0 0

More help (web link)

More help (web link)

More help (web link)

Will this proposal or decision affect housing in 

your local authority?

Will this proposal or decision make our communities and 

people feel safer at home and/or in their local area?

Will this proposal or decision enable individuals, 

communities, or businesses to better withstand and 

recover from disruption more quickly and effectively? 

Will this proposal or decision increase the 

environmental/climate, disaster, or public safety risks in 

your local authority?

Will this proposal or decision affect people who are 

experiencing or at risk of any form of homelessness, 

including for example, rough sleeping?

Will this proposal or decision affect your local 

authority’s social, economic and ecological 

resilience and capacity to adapt to change?

Proceed to 

next 

question 

↓

Does this proposal or decision affect access to and 

provision of green and blue spaces?

Proceed to 

next 

question 

↓

Will this proposal or decision affect the accessibility or 

affordability of homes for residents?

Will this proposal or decision improve derelict urban land 

or reuse redundant or underused buildings for local 

housing?

Will this proposal or decision facilitate construction of 

new-build residential building(s)?

Will this proposal or decision facilitate maintenance or 

improvement of existing residential building(s)?

Will this proposal or decision affect mandates or 

regulations for landlords on building standards?

Will this proposal or decision affect current levels of 

vulnerability both for people and the environment?

Yes

No

Yes

No

https://safercommunities.wales/public-safety/
https://naturalresources.wales/about-us/what-we-do/green-spaces/local-green-spaces/?lang=en
https://www.crisis.org.uk/ending-homelessness/homelessness-knowledge-hub/types-of-homelessness/
https://safercommunities.wales/public-safety/
https://naturalresources.wales/about-us/what-we-do/green-spaces/local-green-spaces/?lang=en
https://www.crisis.org.uk/ending-homelessness/homelessness-knowledge-hub/types-of-homelessness/


5. Economy

RAG Result Comment - please provide succinct statements.

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

0 0

More help (web link)

Proceed to 

next 

question 

↓

Will this proposal or decision increase or decrease 

employment opportunities for local people?

Will this proposal or decision create, retain or attract jobs 

where people are satisfied?

Will this proposal or decision help local businesses 

maximise potential economic assets?

Will this proposal contribute to innovation and/or 

productivity in your local authority?

Will this proposal attract inward investment in our towns 

and cities?

Will this proposal increase opportunities for formal 

education, vocational training or skills that are ‘fit for the 

future’?

Does this proposal entail the construction or re-purposing 

of building(s) for non-residential purposes?

More help (web link)

Will this proposal or decision contribute to improving 

economic development in your local authority?

Will this proposal or decision affect your local 

authority's economy and its global 

responsibility?

Yes

No

https://gov.wales/sites/default/files/statistics-and-research/2019-03/national-survey-wales-who-most-likely-satisfied-with-job-2013-14.pdf
https://www.futuregenerations.wales/wp-content/uploads/2021/05/FGC-A-Fit-for-the-Future-Programme-for-Government.pdf
https://gov.wales/sites/default/files/statistics-and-research/2019-03/national-survey-wales-who-most-likely-satisfied-with-job-2013-14.pdf
https://www.futuregenerations.wales/wp-content/uploads/2021/05/FGC-A-Fit-for-the-Future-Programme-for-Government.pdf


6. Mobility and Connectivity

RAG Result Comment - please provide succinct statements.

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

0 0

Does this proposal or decision affect digital connectivity?

Does this proposal or decision affect transport 

connectivity?

Will this proposal or decision procure or lease a new 

vehicle?

Will this proposal or decision restrict petrol/diesel vehicle 

use in towns and cities?

Does this proposal or decision affect current or future 

transport services and infrastructure (e.g., low-carbon, 

accessible, efficient and sustainable transport)?

Does this proposal or decision affect cycling, walking, bus, 

tram or train availability and/or access?

Does the proposal or decision affect roads or parking?

Does this proposal or decision affect local availability of 

low carbon shared transport schemes?

Will this proposal or decision affect access to services for 

users through physical or digital infrastructure, such as 

provision of new transport links or online services?

Will this proposal or decision affect road congestion?

Does this proposal or decision affect affordability of 

transport or digital services?
Proceed to 

next 

question 

↓

Will this proposal or decision affect mobility and 

connectivity in your local authority through 

transport and digital infrastructures?

Yes

No



7. Carbon, Nature and Environment

RAG Result Comment - please provide succinct statements.

1

2

3

4

5

6

7
More help 

(web link)

More help 

(web link)

8

9

0 0

8. Consumption and Production

RAG Result Comment - please provide succinct statements.

1

2

3

Will this proposal affect the level of light pollutants in the 

environment?
More help (web link)

Will this proposal affect the level of noise pollutants in 

the environment?

More help (web link)

More help (web link)

Does this proposal or decision affect the visual amenity of 

the environment?

Will this proposal or decision affect biodiversity, including 

principal species and their habitats?

Will this proposal or decision affect waste and 

recycling within your local authority?

Will this proposal or decision affect the natural 

environment, ecosystems, carbon emissions and 

local pollution in your local authority?

Will this proposal affect sustainable agricultural practices 

in your county?

Will this project or decision affect current or future reuse 

or recycling rates?

Does this proposal or decision consider resource 

efficiency and take steps to increase circularity?

Will this proposal or decision affect local air quality, for 

example, by changes in public levels of exposure to oxides 

of nitrogen (NOx), volatile organic compounds (VOCs) 

and particulate matter (PM10 & PM2.5)?

Will this proposal affect the level of water pollutants in 

the environment?

Does this proposal or decision affect the amount of 

natural carbon sinks in your local authority, e.g., through 

maintaining and enhancing concentration of carbon and 

organic matter in soils?

More help (web link)

Will this proposal or decision have a positive or negative 

effect on efforts to reduce carbon emissions across your 

local authority?

Does this project or decision have an impact on the 

amount of waste produced, considering all waste streams 

and their life cycle including food waste?

Proceed to 

next 

question 

↓

Proceed to 

next 

question 

↓

Yes

No

Yes

No

https://uk-air.defra.gov.uk/air-pollution/causes
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/light-pollution
http://edugreen.teri.res.in/explore/climate/sinks.htm
https://cieem.net/wp-content/uploads/2022/08/Net-Benefits-briefing.pdf
https://cieem.net/wp-content/uploads/2022/08/Net-Benefits-briefing.pdf
https://www.biodiversitywales.org.uk/Section-7
https://www.biodiversitywales.org.uk/Section-7
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/headlines/economy/20151201STO05603/circular-economy-definition-importance-and-benefits
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/light-pollution
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/headlines/economy/20151201STO05603/circular-economy-definition-importance-and-benefits
https://uk-air.defra.gov.uk/air-pollution/causes
http://edugreen.teri.res.in/explore/climate/sinks.htm


4

5

6

0 0

Will this proposal or decision affect levels of waste sent to 

landfill, including for example, single-use plastics and 

packaging in your local authority?

What impact will this project or decision have on goals to 

minimise construction waste?

Will the proposal support the reduction of emissions in 

the supply chains of the goods and services purchased by 

your local authority?

More help (web link)

Proceed to 

next 

question 

↓

https://gov.wales/sites/default/files/publications/2021-10/net-zero-wales-carbon-budget-2-2021-25.pdf
https://gov.wales/sites/default/files/publications/2021-10/net-zero-wales-carbon-budget-2-2021-25.pdf


9. Climate Change Target Enter text answer below (include summary of climate change mitigation measures)

Impacts Questionnaire: Progress Checklist

✅ 1. Equality and Inclusion

✅ 2. Health

✅ 3. Resilience and Adaptation

✅ 4. Housing

✅ 5. Economy

✅ 6. Mobility and Connectivity

✅ 7. Carbon, Nature and Environment

✅ 8. Consumption and Production

✅ 9. Climate Change Target

Next Steps

Based on your answers above, the following sections should be completed.

Click on the relevant link to take you to your next section:

❌

Here you will be prompted to answer the following sections:

Buildings Transport Land Use

❌ Q.1a ❌ Q.2a ❌ Q.3a

❌ Q.1b ❌ Q.2b

❌ Q.1c ❌ Q.2c

❌ Q.2d

❌

❌

✅ Step 5: Results

How does this proposal or decision contribute 

to achieving your local authority's 

carbon/climate change targets? What more 

could be done to improve this contribution 

further?

You have fully completed the Impacts Questionnaire and can now proceed to the Next Steps below.

The report has no imact on our carbon emissions

More help 

(web link)

Step 4: Welsh Language Impacts

Step 3: Equalities Impact Assessment

Step 2: Carbon Assessment

https://gov.wales/net-zero-wales
#'5. Results'!A1
https://gov.wales/net-zero-wales
https://gov.wales/net-zero-wales
#'4. Welsh Language Impacts'!A1
#'3. Equalities Assessment'!A1
#'2. Carbon Assessment'!A1


2. Simple Carbon Assessment

Guide

Grey: No associated carbon impacts expected for decision.

Green: In the simple assessment the decision meets the highest standard in terms of 

practice and awareness.

Blue: In the simple assessment the decision meets most of the associated best 

practice with a good level of awareness.

Brown: In the simple assessment the decision only partially meets associated best 

practice and/or awareness is lacking, significant room for improvement.

Black: In the simple assessment the decision does not meet best practice and/or there 

is insufficient awareness of carbon impacts.

The scoring is colour coded as follows:

The Simple Carbon Assessment tool scores the Decision against best practice for reducing carbon emissions that cause 

climate change in line with your local authority's targets. You only need to answer the sections indicated - this is 

determined by answers given in the Impacts Questionnaire.

Some questions require a yes/no response that is scored. Others require a comment that will provide additional 

context for a reviewer of the decision. If 'Non Applicable" is given as an answer add a brief explanation why this is the 

case.

Embodied carbon is not specified in the simple assessment - full life cycle assessment is required and advisable to 

comment on this.

All questions need to be answered to score a section. 

For any scoring a comment can be added as justification in the 'Comment' column.



Simple Carbon Assessment

Buildings

❌ You do not need to answer section 1a

Q.1a If the Decision will contribute to the construction of a new residential building(s): Comment - please provide succinct statements. Result

More help (web link)

❌ You do not need to answer section 1b

Q.1b If the decision will contribute to the renovation or maintenance of a residential building(s): Comment - please provide succinct statements. Result

Enter text answer in the comment field →

Enter text answer in the comment field →

Have life cycle (embodied) carbon emissions of building materials being considered and 

are steps taken to procure lowest carbon options?

Will the building fabric be upgraded to improve energy efficiency?

Is there suitable pedestrian and cycle assess from the new building(s) to all or some of the 

following amenities - food shopping/other shops/transport hub/health care services?

Building will include onsite renewable energy (Solar Photovoltaics (PV), Solar Thermal, 

Ground/Air Source Heat Pump)?

What is the current EPC standard of the building(s) and what will it be following the 

intervention(s)?

More help (web link)

More help (web link)

Does the proposed building fabric exceed required standards of energy efficiency (part L)?

Does the new building(s) include a natural gas or oil based heating system?

Are proposed buildings to Passivhaus standard?

Have life cycle (embodied) carbon emissions of building materials been considered and 

minimised in building design and are steps taken to procure lowest carbon options?

Estimated additional costs to increase building air tightness and/or swap to low carbon 

heating.

Has a biodiversity impact assessment been completed and is onsite biodiversity net gain 

over 10%?

Enter text answer in the comment field →

If natural gas/oil heating systems are present will they be replaced with a low carbon 

alternative?

Will a minimum EPC rating of 'C' be attained?

State the design energy performance certification (EPC) of the building(s).

https://www.bregroup.com/a-z/the-passivhaus-standard/
https://cieem.net/wp-content/uploads/2022/08/Net-Benefits-briefing.pdf
https://energysavingtrust.org.uk/energy-at-home/generating-renewable-energy/
https://www.bregroup.com/a-z/the-passivhaus-standard/
https://energysavingtrust.org.uk/energy-at-home/generating-renewable-energy/


Help (web 

link)

Help (web 

link 2)

More help (web link)

Enter text answer in the comment field →What additional costs are associated with upgrading building to EnerPhit standard after 

intervention)?

Will onsite renewable energy generation (Solar Photovoltaics or Solar Thermal) be added 

as part of the renovation/maintenance?

http://brebuzz.net/2015/10/28/air-tightness-5-reasons-you-should-know-more/
http://brebuzz.net/2015/10/28/air-tightness-5-reasons-you-should-know-more/
https://passivhaustrust.org.uk/
https://passivhaustrust.org.uk/
https://energysavingtrust.org.uk/energy-at-home/generating-renewable-energy/
https://energysavingtrust.org.uk/energy-at-home/generating-renewable-energy/


❌ You do not need to answer section 1c

Q.1c If the Decision will contribute to the construction of a new non-residential (including public) building: Comment - please provide succinct statements. Result

More help 

(web link)

More help 

(web link)

More help (web link)

Enter text answer in the comment field →

State the design Energy Performance Certificate (EPC) or Display Energy Certificate (DEC) 

of the building.

Does the proposed building exceed required standards of energy efficiency (part L)?

Does the new building(s) include a natural gas or oil based heating system?

Enter text answer in the comment field →

Will the development include multiple electric vehicle charging points?

Does the development include facilities for cyclists (secure, dry bike storage)?

Will the building have onsite renewables energy generation (Solar Photovoltaics (PV), 

Solar Thermal, wind generator)?

Does the building design include a Building Energy Management system or Building 

Management System?

Estimated additional costs to improve to higher fabric efficiency standard.

Have life cycle (embodied) carbon emissions of building materials being considered and 

are steps taken to procure lowest carbon options?

Has biodiversity net benefit been incorporated into the project

Is there suitable pedestrian and cycle access to/from the new building(s) for car free 

commuting?

Is there a bus/tram/train stop near (up to a mile) from the building(s) for car free 

commuting?

https://www.gov.wales/sites/default/files/publications/2023-10/addressing-the-nature-emergency-through-the-planning-system.pdf
https://www.gov.wales/sites/default/files/publications/2023-10/addressing-the-nature-emergency-through-the-planning-system.pdf
https://www.gov.wales/sites/default/files/publications/2023-10/annex-addressing-the-nature-emergency-through-the-planning-system.pdf
https://www.gov.wales/sites/default/files/publications/2023-10/annex-addressing-the-nature-emergency-through-the-planning-system.pdf
https://energysavingtrust.org.uk/energy-at-home/generating-renewable-energy/
https://energysavingtrust.org.uk/energy-at-home/generating-renewable-energy/


Transport

❌ You do not need to answer section 2a

Q.2a If this Decision affects cycling, walking, bus, tram or train availability and/or access: Comment - please provide succinct statements. Result

❌ You do not need to answer section 2b

Q.2b If the Decision affect roads, parking or vehicle access: Comment - please provide succinct statements. Result

❌ You do not need to answer section 2c

Will the Decision incentivise more personal vehicle travel?

With the exception of Disabled Parking - will the Decision lead to a net increase in parking 

spaces in town/city centres?

Does the Decision increase access to electric vehicle charging points?

Is access to existing and planned local educational, shopping, leisure and work facilities by 

public transport being improved?

Is an existing active travel route being extended/improved?

Is an existing active travel route being removed/reduced?

Is an active travel route being created?

Are new public transport facilities being constructed?

Are existing public transport facilities being removed or disrupted?

Will road capacity be increased for vehicles only?

Will access for cyclists or pedestrians be reduced?

Will access for cyclists or pedestrians be improved?

Is resident access to low carbon transport being enhanced through increased shared 

mobility options?



Q.2c If this Decision affect access for residents to amenities: Comment - please provide succinct statements. Result

❌ You do not need to answer section 2d

Q.2d If the Decision requires the procurement of a new vehicle: Comment - please provide succinct statements. Result

Land Use

❌ You do not need to answer section 3a

Q.3a If the Decision changes existing land use: Comment - please provide succinct statements. Result

More help (web link)

More help (web link)

Overall Rating

1 Impact Questionnaire: Progress Checklist

1 ✅ Q.1a

✅ Q.1b

✅ Q.1c

You have fully completed the Carbon Assessment and can now proceed to the Next 

Steps below.

Buildings

More help (web link)

Does this proposal impact a principal species? 

Does the development improve access to shops and services for residents by 

walking/cycling?

Does the development improve access to shops and services for residents by bus/tram?

Does the development require access to a car to reach?

Were whole-life costs for the vehicle (operation as well as initial purchase) considered?

Enter text answer in the comment field →What is the vehicle?

Enter text answer in the comment field →
If a fully electric or hydrogen option is not being selected state why.

Will existing green space/ecologically important habitat be preserved?

Has a biodiversity assessment been completed?

Will a new natural habitat be created?

Is the vehicle fully electric or hydrogen fuelled? 

https://naturalresources.wales/about-us/what-we-do/green-spaces/local-green-spaces/?lang=en
https://cieem.net/wp-content/uploads/2022/08/Net-Benefits-briefing.pdf
https://www.biodiversitywales.org.uk/Section-7
https://naturalresources.wales/about-us/what-we-do/green-spaces/local-green-spaces/?lang=en


✅ Q.2a

✅ Q.2b

✅ Q.2c

✅ Q.2d

✅ Q.3a

Next Steps
Click on the relevant link to take you to your next section:

❌ Step 3: Equalities Impact Assessment

❌ Step 4: Welsh Language Impacts

✅ Step 5: Results

You have fully completed the Carbon Assessment and can now proceed to the Next 

Steps below.

Transport

Land Use

#'3. Equalities Assessment'!A1
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3. Equalities Impact Assessment

❌ Based on your Impacts Questionnaire response, you are not required to complete this Equalities Impact Assessment.

Guide

Answer:

If you have completed an Equalities Impact Assessment for this proposal 

in another form there is no need to complete this form, but please give 

details of the EIA completed that will be attached with the proposal:

Section 1

Name of policy / initiative / Service to be impact assessed*

Corporate objective being addressed*

Department / function carrying out the assessment*

Who is responsible for the implementation of the policy / initiative / 

service? (function head /department manager)*

Who is involved in the impact assessment?

What are the aims / objectives of the policy / initiative / service?

Who is intended to benefit from the policy?

What are the main outcomes of the policy (this is key to being able to 

identify what monitoring is needed)?

•   Remove or minimise disadvantages suffered by persons who share a relevant protected characteristic that are connected to that characteristic; 

•   Take steps to meet the needs of persons who share a relevant protected characteristic that are different from the needs of the persons who do not share it; 

•   Encourage persons who share a relevant protected characteristic to participate in public life or in any other activity in which participation by such persons is 

disproportionately low.

Having due regard to the need to foster good relations between persons who share a relevant protected characteristic and persons who do not share it involves 

having due regard, in particular, to the need to tackle prejudice and promote understanding. 

 

“Relevant protected characteristics” are age; disability; gender reassignment; pregnancy and maternity; race; religion or belief; sex; and sexual orientation.

On Section 2, please provide as much detail as possible of how the proposal will impact on the people with protected characteristics and/or those who may be 

socially-disadvantaged. The impacts may not necessarily be negative, but may impact on a group with a particular characteristic in a specific way.

For Section 3, Consultation and Engagement:

The legislation relating to the EqIA process requires you to engage and involve people who represent the interests of those who share one or more of the protected 

characteristics and with those who have an interest in the way you carry out your functions.  The socio economic duty also requires us to take into account the voices 

of those in the community including those with lived experience of socio economic disadvantage.  You should undertake engagement with communities of interest or 

communities of place to understand if they are more affected or disadvantaged by your proposals.  This needs to be proportionate to the policy or practice being 

assessed.  Remember that stakeholders can also include our own staff as well as partner organisations. 

Guidance on consultation and engagement is available on the Council’s Intranet. There is also a list of organisations/groups you can contact to support you reach as 

many people with protected characteristics and Welsh speakers as possible.

Appointment of members to CJC GAC

Not applicable

Governance

Gareth Owens

This form is a generic template for an Equalities Impact Assessment. You may prefer to use your local authority's Equalities Impact Assessment proforma and follow 

your standard screening and full assessment process.

Some fields have already been answered based on the responses you provided on the Introductory sheet (marked here with an asterisk). If any of these are incorrect, 

please edit them on the Introductory form.

This section is not scored.

If alternative EIA state here

An equality impact assessment must be undertaken at the outset of any proposal to ensure robust evidence is considered in decision making. This documentation 

will support the Council in making informed, effective and fair decisions whilst ensuring compliance with a range of relevant legislation, including:

•   Equality Act 2010 (Statutory Duties) (Wales) Regulations 2011

•   Socio-economic Duty – Sections 1 to 3 of the Equality Act 2010.

The ‘A More Equal Wales – Mapping Duties’ guide highlights the alignment of our duties in respect of the above-mentioned legislation.

In accordance with the Equality Act 2010, Councils are required in the exercise of their functions to have due regard for the need to: 

•   Eliminate unlawful discrimination, harassment and victimisation. 

•   Advance equality of opportunity between persons who share a relevant protected characteristic, and persons who do not share it. 

•   Foster good relations between those who have a relevant protected characteristic and those who don’t.

Having due regard to the need to advance equality of opportunity between persons who share a relevant protected characteristic and persons who do not share it 

involves having due regard, in particular, to the need to:

This document will also contribute towards our duties to create a More Equal Wales within the

•   Well-being of Future Generation (Wales) Act 2015.

https://gov.wales/sites/default/files/publications/2021-01/a-more-equal-wales-mapping-guide.pdf
https://gov.wales/sites/default/files/publications/2021-01/a-more-equal-wales-mapping-guide.pdf
https://gov.wales/sites/default/files/publications/2021-01/a-more-equal-wales-mapping-guide.pdf


Is the policy for external or internal purposes?

Are other organisations involved in the delivery? 

If yes please state who:

What information/ past experience do we have i.e. a similar initiative 

and what did this information tell us? (info can be demographic data i.e. 

census findings, research findings, comparisons between similar policies 

in our Service and other Services, survey data, equality monitoring data, 

ad hoc data gathering exercises) 

How will information be collected regarding the impact of the policy 

/initiative /service/ employment policy etc?

Date of Policy Review*

Section 2 Impacts identified / Relevant data and evidence

Age 

Disability

Sex

Race

Religion and Belief (including no belief)

Sexual orientation

Gender reassignment

Pregnancy and Maternity

Marriage and civil partnership

People experiencing or at risk of socio-economic disadvantage (including 

those with lower income or carers)

Human rights

Others, please state (e.g., Modern Slavery, Safeguarding, Other COVID 

effects, Carers, Ex-offenders, Veterans, Care Leavers, Substance Abuse,  

Homeless)

What is the impact of this proposal on those who serve or who have 

served in the Armed Forces, along with their families, as related to 

housing and education services?

What is the cumulative impact of this proposal on different protected 

groups when considering other key decisions affecting these groups 

made by the organisation?

How does this proposal meet the goals and ways of working specified in 

the Well-being of Future Generations (Wales) Act 2015? 

Describe any intended negative impact identified and explain why you 

believe this is justified 

For example, on the grounds of advancing equality of opportunity or 

fostering good relations between those who share a protected 

characteristic and those who do not or  because of an objective 

justification or positive action

11/09/2024



4. Welsh Language Impact Assessment

❌ Based on your Impacts Questionnaire response, you are not required to complete this Welsh Language Impact Assessment.

Guide

Relevant data / evidence Impact
Action to reduce negative impact or increase positive 

impact

The Welsh Language Standards require all public authorities to consider the effects of any policy decision, or change in service delivery, on the Welsh language, which includes any work done in 

partnership or by third parties. Please see the training guide or visit the intranet for prompts/more information.

Treating the Welsh language 

no less favourably than the 

English language

Opportunities for people to 

use the Welsh language
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4. Results

Results, interpretation and use

Progress checklist
Please refer to the following checklist to ensure all sections have been completed before proceeding to the results tables:

START ✅ The overview information on the START page has been completed.

1. Impacts Questionnaire ✅ The Impacts Questionnaire has been completed.

2. Carbon Assessment ✅ Based on your responses you are not required to complete the Carbon Assessment.

3. Equalities Impact Assessment ✅ Based on your responses you are not required to complete the Equalities Assessment.

4. Welsh Language Impacts ✅ Based on your responses you are not required to complete the Welsh Language Impacts Assessment.

Recommendation - Key points for decision-makers Word Count

2

Date assessment completed: 19/09/2024

This tool allows users to self-assess the impact of decisions against your local authority's policy frameworks. Decisions may not always lead to 

universally positive outcomes. Here, the term ‘impact’ is used to capture both positive and negative outcomes of a decision.

Impacts Questionnaire Result

The results give a RAG (red, amber, green) rating indicating whether expected impacts align with your local authority's policy goals. An explanatory 

note/justification should be added to the overall rating result for each relevant impact area. For ease, the Justification/Mitigation column in the 

results tables contain all the comments that were provided whilst completing the questionnaires. These comments should be edited to provide 

useful information for decision-makers. They will be public and should be in plain English with references made to the full Decision Report. Please 

try to keep each comment box to under 100 words if possible.

Carbon Assessment Result

The Carbon Assessment results indicate the degree to which best practice is being adopted for minimising carbon emissions with an associated 

colour rating (green, blue, brown and black). Again, comments pulled through from the questionnaire should be edited to ensure the information is 

useful for decision-makers.

Recommendation Box

In this box, you should enter the recommendation that will be included in the paper. This recommendation should offer a very brief summary of the 

results of Decision Support Tool and must refer to any important caveats, mitigation measures, and negative impacts that decision-makers should 

note. For example noting whether postive/negative impacts are conditional on other policies or measures. 

Exporting the result to your paper

An export button is provided below the results tables which will export these to a Word document. In addition, you should include the text you have 

added to the Recommendation Box in the relevant section within the main body of your paper. 

Insert text

#'START'!A1
#'1. Impacts Questionnaire'!A1
#'2. Carbon Assessment'!A1
#'3. Equalities Assessment'!A1
#'4. Welsh Language Impacts'!A1
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Impacts Questionnaire
Impact Indicator Result Justification/Mitigation Word Count

Equality and Welsh Language 0

Health 0

Resilience and Adaptation 0

Housing 0

Economy 0

Mobility and Connectivity 0

Carbon, Nature and 

Environment

0

Consumption and Production 0

Further Assessment(s): 0

Legend: G Positive impacts overall, whether long or short term. 0

A Mix of positive and negative impacts. Trade-offs to consider. 0

R Mostly negative, with at least one positive aspect. Trade-offs to consider.

RR Negative impacts overall. 

Contribution to achieving your local 

authority's Net Zero target

RAG scoring definitions

Grey: No applicable impacts

Green: Positive impacts overall, whether long or short term and significant.

Amber: There are both positive and negative expected impacts OR a net neutral 

impact with equal positive and negative overall outcomes is expected. Careful 

consideration of trade-offs is recommended.

Light Red, mostly negative impacts but with at least one positive impact. Careful 

consideration of trade-offs is necessary.

Dark Red. Negative impacts overall are expected. It should receive most attention 

for mitigation or be avoided. Clear and evidenced justification to progress this 

proposal will be required.
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Carbon Assessment
Overall Score

Buildings Result Justification/Mitigation Word Count

New Build residential N/A 0

Residential building(s) 

renovation/maintenance
N/A

0

New build non-residential 

(including public) buildings
N/A

0

Transport

Active travel and public transport N/A
0

Roads, Parking and Vehicle 

Access
N/A

0

Access to amenities N/A 0

Vehicle procurement N/A 0

Land Use

Land use N/A 0

Legend: No associated carbon impacts expected.

High standard in terms of practice and awareness on carbon.

Mostly best practice with a good level of awareness on carbon.

Partially meets best practice/ awareness, significant room to improve.

Does not meet best practice and/ or insufficient awareness of carbon impacts.

Exporting options

Export tables to Word document

Manually exporting

Full PDF output

1. The entirety of this workbook can be exported as a PDF file.

2. Click File > Print.

3. Under Printers select 'Microsoft Print to PDF'.

1. When clicked, the button below will launch a new Word document and paste the above results tables in. You can then save this new 

3. A box of options will appear, click OK to select the default options. Then open your Word (or other) document and press CTRL+V to paste. 

Alternatively right click in the document and select Paste from the menu. It will paste as a picture and you can resize it to suit your document.

1. If you would like to export any other parts of this tool, you can do it manually. It is recommended that you copy and paste as images to avoid any 

problems associated with pasting the form controls (drop downs and tick boxes) into other documents. 

2. To do this, first highlight the table or area of a table you would like to copy.

3. Then using options at the top of the screen click on the Home tab. Then in the Clipboard group, click the small down arrow next to Copy, then 

select Copy as Picture.

2. Once you have exported the results table to Word, please copy and paste the table into your meeting paper at the location specified in the paper 

template  and submit the final paper to the Secretariat in the usual way.

3. Please then save the whole Excel spreadsheet using “File….Save As….[Title of Paper]” in an appropriate location for future editing and forward a 

copy of the whole Excel file to the Secretariat for archiving.

Grey: No associated carbon impacts expected for decision.

Green: In the simple assessment the decision meets the highest standard in terms 

of practice and awareness.

Blue: In the simple assessment the decision meets most of the associated best 

practice with a good level of awareness.

Brown: In the simple assessment the decision only partially meets associated best 

practice and/or awareness is lacking, significant room for improvement.

Black: In the simple assessment the decision does not meet best practice and/or 

there is insufficient awareness of carbon impacts.
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5. Select Print and you will be prompted to choose where you would like to save your PDF.

Submitting the results

Attach these results to your proposal/Committee report and submit them to your chief officer for signing off. If you have an action plan for 

mitigation measures, please include it in your attachments too.

All signed off results should be submitted to your Strategic Policy Advisor or Governance team, and you should keep your own copy.

Outputs from the Carbon and Co-benefits Assessment Tool are provided to decision makers to help them understand possible wider co-benefits of 

taking the proposal forward or seek changes or mitigation measures where needed.

4. Under Settings select 'Print Entire Workbook' (or leave it as Active Sheet if you just want one of the worksheets).


